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Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr., today said "It must be an election year and President Bush is
seeking Hispanic votes. After being silent on immigration for three years, the President finally
spoke out, as usual, in support of business. The President's plan gives business leaders what
they want (cheap labor) and his conservative base what they want (exportation of immigrants
after they've finished their work).

  

"What's in it for the immigrants? Exploitation of immigrant labor, weak legal protection for
immigrant workers, no appreciation for the work immigrants do, and 
exportation
after they finish their work. The Bush proposal represents no rational plan for hardworking,
law-abiding, taxpaying immigrants to achieve either permanent visas or a sensible path to U.S.
citizenship!

  

"President Bush's plan would require immigrants to register for temporary worker status for an
unknown period of time, then would put them at risk of deportation for lack of a green card.
Previous guest worker programs have left a legacy of exploitation of immigrant workers,
because the laws protecting their rights as workers are not fully guaranteed. Under Mr. Bush's
program, hard working immigrants would find themselves even more susceptible to abuse when
their temporary status expired and they found themselves undocumented again," Jackson
concluded.
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